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SUBJECT: RAPID REFERENCE CHARTS 


This is an update of the Rapid Reference Charts dealing 

with employment standards as of October 1, 1985. The charts 
regarding minimum age for employment, annual vacations with pay, 
paid general holidays, general hours of work and overtime rates, 
maternity protection and parental leave, minimum wages, and 
individual and group termination of employment have been revised 
and modified. A new chart on Equal Pay has been included. 


Federal-Provincial Relations Branch 
Labour Canada. 
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STATUTORY SCHOOL-LEAVING AGES 
AND WORK EXEMPTIONS 


a SSS 5808S jxx_\ 


Jurisdiction and School-leaving Work Exemptions 
Legislation Age 

Alberta 16 Work experience program 

The School Act approved by the minister 


of education, the 
Director under the 
Employment Standards Act 
and the parents of the 


children. 
British 15 — unless course 
Columbia completed at nearest 
The Schools public school and 
ACtiL transport to higher 
school not provided. 
Manitoba 16 Over 15, with certifi- 
The Public cate signed by parent or 
Schools Act guardian , attendance 


officer and 
superintendent of 


schools. 
New . 15 — unless grade For not more than 6 
Brunswick 12 passed. weeks in each school 
Schools Act term if minister agrees 


with reasons for 
parents' application. 


Newfo und land 15 — must attend to For period stated in 
The School end of school year. certificate if services 
Attendance Act needed for maintenance 


of self or others. 


Child under 12 for not 

more than 2 months in a 
school year except with 
approval of Minister. 
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Jurisdiction and School-leaving Work Exemptions 
Legislation Age 
Pe Be Et ae ne NO Eo iat a ea 
Nova 16 If 12, for not. more 
Scotia than 6 weeks in a 
The Education Act school year if services 


needed for home duties 
or other necessary 
employment. 


If 13, with employment 
certificate if services 
needed for maintenance 
of self or others; 
medical certificate may 
be required. 


Ontario 16 — unless 
Education secondary school 
Act - or equivalent 


completed. Must 
attend to end of 
school year. 


Prince 16 If- grade 12 completed 

Edward or minister certified 
Island exemption from school 
School Act attendance. 

Québec 15 — must attend to For not more than 6 
Education Act end of school year. weeks in a school year 


if services needed in 
farming, home duties or 
maintenance of self or 
relatives. 


Saskatchewan 16 -—--unless eigth Work experience program 
Education Act grade or equivalent approved by the Board of 
(1978) completed and Education. 

exempted by 
superintendent 


i ———————————————— 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61117651778 
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Jurisdiction and School-leaving Work Exemptions 
Legislation Age 
Northwest 15 -- must attend to the 
Territories end of the school year 
School Act if after December 31, 
or unless grade eight 
or equivalent passed. 
Also where distance 
from or lack of school 
accommodation prevents 
attendance. 
Yukon 16 -- unless for 
Territory unavoidable cause, has 
School Act reached a standard equal 


to or higher than 
school's standard, or 
being instructed in a 
manner and to a standard 
satisfactory to the 
superintendent. 
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.S_OF WORK AND OVERTIME RATES* 


Federal - (Canada Labour Cede and Regulation) 


Hours of Work: 


Overtime: 


Averaging: 


Alberta - (Employment Stan 


Hours of Work: 


Overtime: 


*The jurisdictions frequently establish 
industries, i.e. logging, mining, garmen ioe 
Standards are set in regulations, boare orders, etc. 


Standart 8 in a day 
40 in a week 
Maximum: 48 in a week 


Exclusions from provisions concerning both 
hours of work and overtime: managers, super- 
intendents and certain professional employees 


After 8 in a day and 40 in a week - 
13 times the regular rate 


Upon notifying the Department of Labour, an 
employer may select an averaging period of 2 


_to 13 weeks. 


Averaging periods of longer than 13 weeks, 
and up to one year, can be approved by the 
Minister of Labor 


An employer who has adopted an averaging plan 
is required to post clear information about 
the plan in ¢ icuous places of the 
establishment. 


_ 


COST 


i 


ards Act and Regulations) 


8 in a day 
44 in a week 


US managerial, confidential and 
scvisory employees, farm labour, domestic 
public employees, municipal 

certain salesmen, chartered 

and lawyers. 


accountants 


After 8 in a day and 44 in a week — 
14 times regular rate or time off in place 
of cvertime pay if more than 44 in a week. 


Exceptions: Field catering, geophysical 
exploration, land surveying, logging and 
lumbering, employees of a municipal district 
employed in road construction or maintenance 
or snow removal, oilwell servicing: 

10 hours in a day or 191 hours in a month. 
ee 
,ecific standards for specific 
t industry, etc. 
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Alberta - (Employment Standards Act and Regulations) (Continued) 


Ambulance drivers, taxi cabs drivers: 
10 hours in a day or 60 hours in a week. 


Employees of irrigation districts other than 
office employees: 9 hours in a day or 
54 hours in a week. 


Employees employed in the cultivation and 
preparation of trees, shrubs and plants: 
9 hours in a day or 48 hours in a week. 


Commercial truck and bus drivers: 10 hours 
in a day or 50 hours in a week. 


Highway and railway construction and brush 
clearing: 10 hours in a day or 44 hours in a 
week. 


Overtime Agreements: Overtime agreements between the employer and 
his employees may be made, stipulating that 
compensatory time off may be given instead of 
overtime wages. 


British Columbia - (Employment Standards Act) 


Hours of Work: Standard: 8 in a day 
40 in a week 


Exclusions: ** 


Overtime: After 8 in a day and 40 in a week - 
14 times regular rate; 
after 1l in a day and 48 in a week - 
2 times regular rate 


Variation of Hours The director may authorize a variation of the 
Work: overtime wage provisions where: a) hours 

worked are averaged over a period of more 
than one week; b) less than 5 days are worked 
in a week; or c) the basis for calculation of 
overtime wages has been established by 
agreement between the employer and his 
employees or their representatives. 


SS 

**In British Columbia, the list of exclusions from the entire Act and 
from the hours of work provisions is very extensive, covering nearly 
30 categories of employees ~ For 4 complete list see the Employment 


Standards Act Regulation 5-2 
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Manitoba - (Employment Standards Act) 


Hours of Work: 


Overtime: 


Variation of Working 
Hours: 


EEE ae 


New Brunswick* 


Hours of Work: 
(Minimum Employment 
Standards Act) 


ee eS —_— 
* The Employment Standards Act, when it 
make certain changes to the letter of 


work. 


Standard 8 in a day 
and 40 in a week 
maximum: 


Exclusions: professional employees, farming, 
domestic servants employed in a private 

home who work no more than 24 hours in 

a week, fishing, voluntary employees for 
specific organizations, commissioned 
travelling salesmen, independent contractor, 
person employed in a private home as a sitter 
for a child or as a companion of an aged, 
infirm or ill member of the household, 


student in training, person employed under a 


rehabilitation or therapeutic project, 
certain provincial government employees, 
construction workers, employees employed in a 
business where only members of the employer's 
family are employed. 


After 8 in a day 40 in a week - 13 times the 
regular rate. 


Exclusions: same as above. 


It is possible to vary the working hours of 
employees to establish a compressed workweek, 
or to facilitate the arrangement or rotation 
of shifts with the authorization of the 
Manitoba Labour Board. The Board may also 
authorize any daily, weekly or monthly 
maximum number of hours for any class or 
group or employees. 

2 ee 


Employees under 18: 


Maximum: 9 in a day 
48 in a week 


children employed by their 


Exclusions: 
domestics in a private 


parent or guardian, 
home and farm workers. 
Oo 
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New Brunswick* (Continued) 


Hours of Work: Time workers, salaried employees and piece 
(Minimum Wage workers: 


Order) 


Standard: 44 in a week 


Overtime: After 44 in a week - 14 times the 
(Minimum Wage minimum rate. 
Order) 


Exclusions: domestic service, agricultural 
workers. 


A RN NE SA 


Newfoundland - (Labour Standards Act and Regulations, 1985) 
Hours of Work: Ae Assistants (shop employees) 


-Standard: 8 in a day 
40 in a week 


Maximum: 16 hours in a day 
B. Other employees 
Standard: 44 in a week 
Maximum: 16 hours in a day 


Exclusion: professionals and students in 
professional training 


Overtime: Shop employees: After 8 in a day and 40 in a 
week - minimum set rate representing 1} times 
the minimum wage 


Other employees: After 44 in a week - 
14 times minimum rate 


Exclusions: domestic servants, agricultural 
work other than production of fruit and vege- 
tables in greenhouse and nursery operations 
and persons employed in the raising of 
livestock. 
oe ———_———_— 
hen it will be proclaimed in force, will 
of the law concerning hours of work. 
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Nova Scotia - (Labour Standards Code and Regulation General Minimum Wage 
Order) 


Hours of Work: Standard: 48 in a week 


Exclusions: supervisory, managerial or 
employees employed in a confidential 
capacity, farm labourers, domestic servants, 
certain apprentices, professional employees 
or students of such professions, automobile, 
real estate and insurance salesmen, employee 
on fishing vessels, teachers, etc.* 


Overtime: After 48 in a week - 13 times minimum rate. 


Exclusions: Same as above, plus ambulance 
drivers or attendants, employees employed in 
-a building where they reside, as janitors, 
watchmen or superintendents, and service 
station employees if the station they work at 
is required to remain open more than 48 hours 
in a week. 


Exception: An employee in the transport 
industry who is required to be away from his 
home base overnight is paid overtime after 96 
hours in any two consecutive weeks. 


Variation of Hours Where by law, custom or agreement, the hours 
of Work: of work on one or more days of the week are 
less than the period determined by the 
Minimum Wage Board, the period so determined 
may be exceeded on the remaining days of the 
week, by agreement between the employer and 
his employees or their representatives. 


Ontario - (Employment Standards Act and Regulation) 


Hours of Work: Maximum: 8 in a day 
48 in a week 


ee 


*In Nova Scotia and Ontario, the list of exclusions from the entire Act 


from the hours of work provisions and from the overtime pay provisions 
is very extensive. For complete list, see the appropriate Acts and 
Regulations. 
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Ontario — (Employment Standards Act) (Continued) 


Overtime: 


Variation of Hours 
of Work: 


a 


° ho z | 

*In Nova Scotia and Ontario, tne + 
from the hours of work provisions 
t 


is very extensive. 
Regulations. 


Exclusions: supervisory and managerial 
employees, domestic servants, construction, 
resident janitors or caretakers, full-time 
firefighters, fishing or hunting guides, 
persons engaged in landscape gardening, 
mushroom growing, horticulture, and certain 
other agricultural activities, certain 
categories of professionals, teachers, 
funeral directors and embalmers, homeworkers, 
etc.*. bit 


After 44 in a week - 13 times regular rate. 


Exceptions: Road building: streets, 
highways and parking lots - 55 hours before 
overtime rates applies. 


Road building: bridges, tunnels and 
retaining walls: 50 hours before overtime 
rate applies. 


Local cartage: 50 hours before overtime rate 
applies. 


Highway transport: 60 hours before overtime 
rate applies. 


Hotel, motel, tourist resort, restaurant and 
tavern employee who works 24 weeks or less in 
a calendar year and who is provided with room 
and board: 50 hours before overtime rate 
applies. 


Fresh fruits and vegetable processing: 
50 hours before overtime rate applies. 


Sewer and watermain construction: 50 hours 
before overtime rate applies. 


Exclusions: Mostly the same as above. See 
the Employment Standards Act Regulations. 
The Director may approve a variation of the 
working day for the purpose of establishing 
compressed workweeks. 

a 
exclusions from the entire Act 
rom the overtime pay provisions 

see appropriate Act and 
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Prince Edward Island - (Minimum Wage Order 1/85) 
Hours of Work: Standard: 48 in a week 


Exclusions: registered apprentices, farm 
labourers who are not engaged in a commercial 
undertaking, persons employed for the sole 
purpose of protecting and caring for children 
in private homes, employees of non-profit 
organizations who are required to reside at 

a facility operated by their employer. 


Overtime: After 48 in a week - set minimum rate 
representing 1} times minimum wage. 


Exclusion: all of above and ambulance 
drivers except in respect of the first 
12 hours of overtime per week. 


Québec —- (Labour Standards Act and Regulation) 


Hours of Work: Standard: 44 in a week 


Exclusions: The consort of the employer and 
their ascendants and descendants; a student 
employed in a social or community non-profit 
organisation; an executive officer of an 
undertaking; an employee who works outside an 
establishment whose working-hours cannot be 
controlled; an employee assigned to 
harvesting canning, packaging and freezing 
fruit and vegetables during the harvesting 
periods; an employee of a fishing, fish 
processing or fish canning industry; a- farm 
worker; an employee whose main duty is the 
care, in a dwelling, of a child, or of a 
disabled, handicapped or aged person if that 
work does not serve to procure profit to the 
employer; construction workers; certain 
contract workers; a student who works during 
the school year in an establishment selected 
by an educational institution pursuant to a 
job program approved by the Ministére de 
1'Education. 
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Québec - (Labour Standards Act and Regulation) (Continued) 


Overtime: 


Staggering of Hours 
of Work: 


Exceptions: Domestic living in the 
employers' home: 53 hours in a week. 


Employees working a remote area or on the 
James Bay territory: 55 hours. 


Employees working in a forestry operation or 
sawmill: 47 hours. 


A watchman other than one employed by a 
commercial surveillance service: 60 hours. 


Work performed in excess of standard hours: 
1% times regular rate (i.e., premium of 
50% of regular rate). 


An employer may, with the authorization of 
the Commission, stagger the working-hours in 
such a manner that the average of the 
working-hours is equivalent to the norm 
prescribed. The Commission's authorization 
is not required where staggering is provided 
by a collective agreement or a decree. 


Saskatchewan - (Labour Standards Act and Regulation) 


Hours of Work: 


Standard: 8 in a day 
40 in a week 


Maximum: 44 in a week 


Excluded from both hours of work and overtime 
provisions: employees in certain northern 
areas of province, managerial employees, farm 
workers, certain professional employees and 
students, commercial travellers, logging, 
road construction, automobile salesmen and 
civil servants employed as field employees, 
certain driver-salesmen in wholesale 
businesses, teachers, handicapped employed 

in a sheltered workshop or a work activity 
centre, and domestic workers. 
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Saskatchewan - (Labour Standards Act and Regulation) (continued) 


Overtime: After & in a day and 40 in a week - 
13 eS the regular rate. 


certain employees of city news- 
s 


in 2 weeks; oil truck 
drivers averaged over 1 year. 


Averaging: The Director may authorize the averaging of 
hours of work ever any period, in any 
occupational classification. The average 
number of hours worked by any employee must 
not exceed eight hours per day worked or 40 
hours per week during the averaging period. 
No authorization is necessary where the 
‘employer obtains the written consent of the 


trade union representing the employees and 
such isent is limited to provide that the 


2.c@ number of hours are not exceeded 
unless overtime wagers are paid. 


irector may authorize a variation of the 
standard hours of work to permit the 
establishment of compressed workweeks. No 
srization is necessary if the employer 
ins the written consent of the trade 
presenting the employees and such 

4s limtted to a compressed workweek 
nore than 10 hours in any day or 40 

in any week, unless overtime wages are 


Variation of Working 
Hours: 


Northwest Territories - (Labour 
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Hours of Work: Standard: 8 in a day 
44 in a week 
Maximum s 19 na day 


j 
54 in a week 


fons: mining and petroleum exploration 

{solated transportation and 
176 hours in four consecutive 
ximum 216 hours in four 
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Northwest Territories = 


Overtime: 


Averaging of Hours 
of Work: 


(Employ 


mukon Territory — 


Hours of Work: 


Overtime: 


aes 


rt 
- Amir Crandsae 
(Labour Standards 


Act) (Continued) 


domestic servants, trappers and 
sed in commercial fisheries, 
-udents of certain professions, 


persons enga 
members or 


et a 


After andard hours — 1$ times regular 
rate. 
Exclusions: Same as above 


Where the nature of the work in an 
establishment necessitates irregular 
distribution of hours of work, the Labour 
Standards Officer may authorize, in writing, 


Ce) 
Fy 


the standard and maximum hours to be 
calculated an average for a period of one 
or more 


and Regulations) 


Standard: 8 in a day 
49 in a week 

Maximum: 19 in a day 
60 in a week 
260 in a month 


ie neat exploration, 
supervisory and 

oyees, members or students of 
essions, a guide or outfitter a 
caretaker (unless his employer is 


ip 


Zan Or 


evs, domestic servants and persons 
Sear a fata supplement to benefits 

tm accordance with section 38 
ent Insurance Act, 1971. 
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Xukon Territory - (Employment Standards Act and Regulations) (Continued) 


Where the nature of the work justifies 
irregular distribution of hours of work, or 
where the employer and the trade union 
representing his employees agree in writing, 
the Director may order that the weekly 
standard hours of work of the employees be 
averaged over a period of two or more weeks, 
as prescribed in the order. 


Where the employer and the trade union, or a 
majority of employees where there is no trade 
union, agree in writing, the employees may 

work a compressed workweek of 10 hours in any 


day period of four days in a week or 
‘12 hours in any day over a period of three 
days without requiring overtime 
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MINIMUM WAGE RATES 
FOR EXPERIENCED ADULT WORKERS AND YOUNG WORKERS AND STUDENTS 
Don Se Se 


—————__$$—$——— 


Experienced 


Adult Effective Young Workers and Effective 
isdiction Workers Date Students* Date 
ee See TE ee eee ass 
leral $3.50 01/05/81 Employees under 17: 

SS.02 01/05/81 
yerta $3.80 01/05/81 Employees under 18 
not attending school: 
$3.65 01/05/81 
Employees under 18 
attending school: 
$3.30 01/05/81 
itish $3.65 14/03/81 Employees 17 and under 
olumbia $3.00 14/03/81 
nitoba $4.30 01/01/85 Employees under 18: 
$3.85 01/01/85 
Ww $3.80 01/10/82 
srunswick 
swfoundland! $4.00 01/01/85 
ova Scotia 01/01/85 Underage employees 
14 to-18t) ($2522 01/01/85 
ntario $4.00 01/10/84 Students under 18 
employed for not 
more than 28 hours 
in a week or during 
a school holiday: 
$3.15 01/10/84 
ri Edward $4 .0( 01/10/85 Employees under 1S: 
ee ee | $3.25 01/10/85 
é $4.0 01/10/81 Employees under 18: 
Québec $3.54 01/10/81 
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Experienced 

Adult Effective Young Workers and Effective 
-isdiction Workers Date Students* Date 
;katchewan $4.50 01/08/85 
rthwest $4.25 01/08/82 Employees under 17: 
2rritories $3.75 01/08/82 
kon $4.25 01/01/85 
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MINIMUM WAGE RATES 
FOR OTHER CATEGORIES OF EMPLOYEES 


Effective 


Jurisdiction Rates & Categories Date 


Alberta Various categories of salespersons: 


$150 a week 01/05/81 


British Columbia 


Live-in homemakers, domestics, farm 
workers or horticultural workers 

paid wages other than on an hourly or 
piece work basis: 


$29.20 a day or part of a day worked 14/03/81 


Resident caretakers in apartment 
buildings of 8 to 60 units: 
$219/month plus $8.76/unit 01/12/80 


Buildings of more than 60 units: 
$744/month 01/12/80 
Newfoundland Domestics employed in a private home 
(16 and over): 


$2.75 01/01/85 


Ontario Employees serving alcoholic beverages 
in licensed establishments: 
$3.50 01/10/84 


Construction workers: 
$4.25 01/10/84 


Domestic employees* (cooks, 
housekeepers, nannies) who work 
more than 24 hours a week: 
$32 a day 
$176 a week 
$757 a month 
$4.00 an hour 01/03/85 


*Does not apply to baby sitters or companions. 
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Effective 
isdiction Rates & Categories Date 


sbec Employees who usually receive, 
gratuities: 


18 and over: $3-28 01/10/81 
Under 18: $2.95 01/10/81 


Domestic workers residing at the 
employer's residence: 


$134 a week 01/10/81 


Jomestics who do not reside at the 
employer's residence and agricultural 


workers: 
18 and over: $4.00 01/10/81 
Under 18: $3.54 01/10/81 


Forestry Operations: 


Employees who cut wood: $4.26 01/10/81 


Cooks, cooks’ helpers, fire-wardens 


or employees paid on a contract basis: 
01/10/81 


Any other employee less than 18 years 
of age: $3.65 01/10/81 
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